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We meet Red Riding Hood 
And cruel Wolf together — 
The evil and the good. 


1, joy, to find anew,— 
All in the winter wea- 
^ ther,— 

Sweet Cinder- 
^ ella’s shoe — 
itei. Clear glass 

No com 


mon leather 
For her would 
ever do. 


Soft up the stairs we steal,— 

All in the winter weather,— 
To where, beside her wheel. 

The Princess sleeps. Together 
Her dreamy spell we feel. 


Kind Beauty and her Beast,— 
All in the winter weather,— 
Invite us to a feast. 

When, lo! in hat and feather, 
He bows, a prince, at least. 


ff] When Bluebeard, fierce and glum,— 
All in the winter weather,— 

/ And Giant’s ‘‘ fee, fo, fum ” 

Draw near, then close together 
We cling, as 
jl( near they 

Wli'i come. 


VoL. XXIV.—ss. 
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And Pussy wise we meet,— 

All in the winter weather,— 

We marvel at his neat. 

Fine boots, and wonder whether 
They *d fit our tabby's feet. 


And so my love and I,— 

All in the winter weather,— 
Though cold and dark the sky, 
Still we are glad together, 

My little love and I. 




REPORT UPON THE PRIZE PUZZLE “A THANKSGIVING- 

DAY PROBLEM.” 

A GREAT many solutions were received to the ** Thanksgiving>day Problem/’ and it is pleasant to state that 
in no previous competition has the standard of excellence been so high. Besides the prize-winning answers, 
there were very many with only one or two mistakes. All competitors seem to have found both pleasure and 
profit in huntihg for the correct answers, and to have entered upon the work in the same spirit as the contestant 
who wrote: “ I wish good luck to all, and much happiness to the prize-winners.” 

Several solvers forwarded answers tastefully decorated with various devices suggesting the Puritans and the 
Thanksgiving season. 

The sixteenth question was a difficult one to answer with accuracy. That a certain Captain Wadsworth hid the 
Connecticut charter in the famous ** Charter Oak ” of Hartford seems well established, but his Christian name 
is shrouded in mystery. “James ” and “Joseph ” and “ William ” were given on excellent authorities. Later, 
“ Jeremiah ” and “ Peleg ” Wadsworth put in a plea for recognition in connection with this famous event, but after 
due consideration they were ruled out. It seems probable that, if more time had been allowed, other members of 
this large and interesting family of boys might have been discovered. Bancroft, in his “ History of the United 
States ” (Vol. I, page 588), says: 

“ Tradition loves to relate that the charter lay on the table; that of a sudden the lights were extinguished, and, 
when they were rekindled, the charter had disappeared. It is certain that ‘in this very troublesome season, when 
the Constitution of Connecticut was struck at, Captmn Joseph Wadsworth, of Hartford, rendered fruitful and good 
service in securing the duplicate charter of the colony, and safely keeping and preserving the same ’ for nearly 
eight-and-twenty years.” 

The question that proved the most puzzling was number eighteen. The author of the puzzle quotes as author¬ 
ity Vol. I, page 158, of “The Cyclopaedia of United States History,” by Benson J. Lossing, LL. D. Writing of 
William Brewster, he says: “ He took with him to the wilderness his wife and numerous children. It was upon 
the lid of his chest that the political compact was signed on board the ‘ Mayflower.’ ” One enterprising competitor. 
Miss Sally F. Dawes, wrote as follows concerning this question: “ Number eighteen was the hardest, but at last I 
found the answer in the * Genealogy of the White Family.’ It reads as follows: ‘Before they found a place to land 
and settle, those men of justice and sense. Carver, Bradford, White, Brewster, and Winslow, drew up, on the lid of 
Elder Brewster’s chest, in the cabin of the “ Mayflower,” an instrument which established the principle of individual 
liberty as a right which has influenced the destiny of man.’ ” 
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Letters from several friendly correspondents, however, have convinced the Committee that there is grave doubt 
whether the Mayflower Compact was signed on the lid of any chest, and whether, if it were so signed, the chest 
belonged to Brewster, Carver, Winslow, Winthrop, or another. 

Injustice, therefore, to all contestants, the Committee in awarding prizes have not considered any reasonable 
answer to question No. i8 an error—a course that has not affected the standing of any prize-winner, since all the 
best lists agreed in assigning the chest to Elder Brewster or John Carver. 

Many facts in the early history of our country are not clearly established, and often reputable historians differ. 
It was inevitable, therefore, that some of our correspondents should question certain of the £Eu:ts stated. But the 
author of the puzzle has cited good authority for each answer, and the following list is believed to be correct. 


1. George Berkeley, Bishop of Clo3me, Ireland. 

2. Rev. Jonathan Edwards. 

3. John Eliot. 

4 . Captain John Smith. 

5. Ciq)tain William (or Robert) Kidd. 

6 . Robert Cavelier, Sieur de la Salle. 

7. P^e (or Father) Jacques (or James) Marquette 
(and Joliet, his companion). 

8. Captain Henry (Hendrik or Heinrich) Hudson. 

9. Rev. Cotton Mather. 

10. Virginia Dare. 

11. Gov. Peter (or Petrus) Stu3rvesant (Peter the 
Headstrong, or Testy). 

12. Sir Henry (or Harry) Vane the Younger. 

13. Gen. James Edward Oglethorpe of Georgia. 

14. Sir Edmund Andros. 

15. John Rolfe. 

16. Captain William (or James or Joseph) Wadsworth. 

17. Rev.George Whitefield. 


18. Elder William Brewster (according to tradition). 

19. Nathaniel Bacon. 

20. Mrs. Mary Dyer (or Dyar). 

21. Gov. William Bradford. 

22. Giles Corey (or Cory). 

23. Mrs. Anne Marbury Hutchinson. 

24. Pocahontas (or Ma-ta-oka). 

25. John Alden. 

26. Captain Miles (or Myles) Standish. 

27. Rev. John Harvard. 

28. Massasoit. 

29. Samuel de Champlain. 

30. Sir George Calvert (or Cedi Calvert), Lord Balti¬ 
more. The grant was promised to one, and made to the 
other. 

31. William Penn. 

32. Rev. John Davenport. 

33. Sir William Berkeley. 

34. Elihu Yale. 

35. Roger Williams. 


LIST OF PRIZE-WINNERS. 

(The figures after each name give the prize-winner’s age.) 

First Prize, Five Dollars: Clara Louise Green, 17. 

Two Second Prizes, of Four Dollars each: Fannie Pitkin, 12; Henry Guy Carleton, ii. 

Five Third Prizes, of Three Dollars each: Marion R. Fenno, 12; Rachel Phipps, 10; Janet Dana, 10; Edward 
Eagle Brown, ii; James J. Forstall, 14. 

Ten Prizes, of Two Dollars each; Alice L. Perry, 12; Walter F. Furman, 10; Louise McDonald; Cornelia 
Williams, 12; Helen M. Stott, 13; James L. P^uignot, 17; Lucy A. Maling, 13; Harry B. Giflbrd, 13; Susan 
Whitman Smith, 13; Harold W. Bynner, 15. 

Seventeen Prizes, of One Dollar each : Ruth M. Soule, 16; Charles Dana Harmon, 13; H. S. Whittemore, 15 ; 
Lucretia de Schweinitz, 16; Beth B. Gilchrist, 17; Margaret W, Stone, 16; Grace W. Oxnlwin, 13; Harry 
Dowling, 16; Abbot A. Thayer, 14; Elizabeth S. Sergeant, 15; Grace C. Norton, ii; Nellie Van Volkenburgh, 
14; Luda K. Dwight, 13; Helen E. Allis, 14; T. K. Wellington, 15; Bessie Bush, 13; Edward B. Wight, il. 

ROLL OF HONOR. 

Lauren S. Fbh, Edwin Balmer, Elsa Behr, Clara C. Mendenhall, Alice Evelyn Ozias, Richard R. Stanwood, 
Dudley B. Purington, Mabel Hancock, Mary Margaret Hanna, (Carles Jarvis Harriman, Louise K. Ames, Dorothy 
Maris. 

Henry M. Hathaway, Frances Eleanor Mason, Isabel Adair Lynde, George Roberts, Jr., Margaret Ropes, 
Hazel R. Hyde, Laurence R. Clapp, Suzette K. Grundy, Henry Girard Hollon, Katharine S. Doty, Mary R. Cecil, 
Ellie S. Gladding, Alex. Macomber, Theo. McC. Marsh, Ruth E. Richardson, Kenneth White, Ruth Mitchell, Mar¬ 
garet Lantz, Marion M. Vaughan, Hubert Birchby, AUetta V. Dodd, Marshall Coxe, Gertrude Byrne, William Alex¬ 
ander Childs, Mansfield Ferry, Gara Munyan Lathrop, Francis R. Appleton, Jr., Alathea Mountsier, Marion 
Miller, Margaret K. Stevens, Frands A. Joy, Olive Oburn, Emma Jennette Pratt, Charles S. Hanna, Bertha H. 
Lippincott, Marshall P. Cram, Katherine Stubbs, Martha Packard, Helen E. Searle, Mary Guest Smith, Deane Ed¬ 
wards, Frances C. Boardman, Katharine S. Craven, Joseph B. Eastman, Waldine Scratchley, Joseph V. Sloan, 
Ray Seaman, Marie L. Slack, Sam C. Welling, Robert C. Crowell, John Lawton, Donald A. Dunham, Helen A. 
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Boynton, Stanley C. Burton, Gladys Smith, Sarah Edmunds Bradford, Margaret Augur, Edward L. Lyon, Ellen 
B. Townsend, Bernice L. Wing, Fred W. Shear, Homer M. Clark, Mitchell Wilby, Edmund C. Johnston, Helen 
Emerson Childs, Arthur Bell, Elizabeth R. Bleecker. 


One correspondent writes; “ I have been studying 
colonial history at school, but while working on your 

f )uzzle I found out that there was yet a great dem to 
earn.” 

Another writes; “ I never knew before that so many 
people had written about the early history of this coun¬ 
try.'* 

Still another says: “ I used five different histories of 
the United States in looking up my answers. ... I 
hope you will continue to publish these prize puzzles, as 
one has fun in trying to answer them, besides the chance 
of getting a prize. Of course I hope to get a prize, but 
if f don’t 1 shall not find fault.” 

A little girl in the West writes: “ We live on a farm, 
twenty miles from a railroad station, in a newly opened 
Indian reservation. There are, of course, no public 
libraries within reach, and we have but few boo^ of 
reference.” 

A fisither writes: “ Your * Thanksgiving-day Problem * 
has aroused much enthusiasm for the study of colonial his¬ 
tory in my little boy. He has worked most persistently, 
earnestly, and honestly to find all the answers.” 

A Massachusetts boy writes: “ I have had a real good 
time looking up the answers, and feel sure of all except¬ 
ing two— 15 and 34.” 

A Philadelphia boy says: “ I suppose you will have a 
good bit of work to do, since there is so much compe¬ 
tition ; but I 've worked a good deal myself over this 
puzzle.** 


And a New Jersey girl says: “ Although there are five 
answers I cannot get, I want you to see that I am in¬ 
terested in the proWem.** 

Scranton, Pa. 

Dear St. Nichoi.as: 1 think St. Nicholas deserves 
thanks of parents and those interested in young people 
for all the good, wholesome things it supplies, and par¬ 
ticularly for the historical puzzles. Without a prite^ the 
reward is great in the amount of knowledge gleaned and 
interest excited in the search for the answers; and I, for 
one, thank you. 1 think the first number of the new 
volume particularly good. With best wishes, I am 

Very truly yours, Ada M. Phiixips. 


The “St. Nicholas girl** won a first prize in the 
Fourth of July puzzle contest. 


Omaha, Neb. 

Dear St. Nicholas : We seniors are delighted with 
your removal of restrictions on assistance. Since no^ 
bUsse oblige^ this St. Nicholas girl, as such, would of 
course do her work thoroughly and for herself. But it 
is pleasant to correspond wim Cousin on the Pacific 
Coast as to the curiosities of churchyard literature; to 
discuss at table the adequacy of five grains of com for a 
'fhanksgiving feast; to have Big Brother turning over 
stacks of annals taller than himself, and Little Brother 
giving assurance that though Bancroft beat no drums 
for Captain Wadsworth, thousands of enthusiastic his¬ 
torians do. 

Let me repeat, the work is Grade’s own, her fieunily 
and friends having assisted in the French sense only. 

With perennial love from seniors and juniors for im¬ 
mortal St. Nicholas. M. R. Harris. 


THE LETTER-BOX. 


Honolulu. 

Dear St. Nicholas: It is from the far-off Sandwich 
Islands that I send you my greeting. 

We have a lovely place in a valley, which is approached 
by a long avenue of Royal palms, and from where we 
have a beautiful view toward the mountains. In front 
of the house is a lawn, and behind that stretches a long 
pasture — the playground for our horses as well as our¬ 
selves. We have a large rambling house, in which I and 
my three brothers and sisters were born. Our neigh¬ 
bors are Americans and Germans. 

The Germans have three children, one little boy and 
two girls, the youngest of whom has long brown curls. 
Their parents intend to go to Germany next year, and 
as we m£^ go at the same time we shall all travel to¬ 
gether. But before that I shall write you once more. 

Hoping to see this letter printed, 1 remain 

Your interested reader, Elsie S-. 


Cherryvale, Kansas. 

Dear St. Nicholas : I am a little boy ten years old. 
I have a bicycle and enjoy riding a great deal. I want 
to tell your readers how to make an “ artist ** top. It can 
be made easily and will make as pretty figures as a 
boughten one. Take a cigar-box lid, and with a pair of 


dividers mark out a circle about two and three-quarter 
inches in diameter. Cut this out and bore a hole in the 
center, in which force a short lead-pencil. Place a sheet 
of white paper on a level surface, and taking the top of 
the lead-^ncil between the thumb and finger, spin it as 
you would a pin-top, or teetotum. The penal, which 
should be a very soft one, will mark the most beautiful 
spirals and curves on the paper. I hope some of your 
readers will try it. 

Your interested reader, Willie Mitchell. 

Canton, Mass. 

Dear St. Nicholas : I am going to have some black 
decoy ducks in a few weeks. There is a brook running 
through our land. As it runs through a ditch, when it 
is dammed up it will make a little pond. For ray duck- 
house I am going to use a dog-house that I have, putting 
a window in the back of it. 

I live near Blue Hill. Last summer I rode to Blue 
Hill on my bicycle, taking my bicycle up the hill and 
down, not being able to ride it. T saw a fine view of Bos¬ 
ton Harbor, being a very pleasant day. 

I have a brother in Harvard College who is twenty- 
one years of age, and he took the St. Nicholas when 
he was a little boy. I am very fond of reading, and re¬ 
main your faithful reader, Norman B. French. 
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College Hill, Clinton, N. J. 

Dear St. Nicholas : I am eleven years old. I nave 
two goats, which I drive, and enjov very much. I 
named them ** Nancv Hanks ” and ** Martha Washing¬ 
ton.” Martha Wasnington is a very droll goat. The 
post to which she is tied is not more than two inches in 
diameter. She sometimes puts one of her front feet on 
top of this post and views the country; she looks so 
w^e when she is doing this that Nancy Hanks looks as 
if she were smiling at her. I keep the goats in a stall. 
Martha jumps up into the manger and sleeps there, 
while Nancy sleeps under the manger. 

One day when Martha’s post was crooked she rubbed 
up against it just as if she wanted to straighten it. 

Martha can also walk on her hind feet, and when she 
is free in the bam and wants an apple she just puts her 
front feet on top of the barrel, ana puts her head over 
into the barrel, and gets one. 

Nancy once had a hght with a cow; in so doing she 
lost one of her horns. This is all true. 

Your interested reader, Lloyd Paul Stryker. 


A WELL-KNOWN resident of Chicago recently sent 
us the following interesting and gratifying letter; and 
kindly consented that it should be shown to our readers. 

Chicago, 111. 

Dear St. Nicholas: It was some time in the seven¬ 
ties —vour files will indicate the year — that in looking 
around for a Christmas present for a little boy with a 
very bright mind, I hit upon the first bound volume of 
the St. Nicholas. It was an exceedingly attractive 
book, both on account of its illustrations and its reading- 
matter. For several years I repeated the gift, partly 
for the sake of the person who received it, and partly 
because of younger mildren in the family, to whom the 
annual volumes would be instructive and interesting. 
Then the magazine came reralarly into the household, 
and at the end of each year me numbers were carefully 
bound and stored away for continued use. This went 
on till the elder son went to college. 

The first volume of St. Nicholas, you will remember, 
contained a good many interesting suggestions about birds, 
animals, flowers, and other natural objects. The little fel¬ 
low who received this volume as his Christmas gift first 
of all exhausted, with the help of the illustrations, the 
natural history portion of it, men devoured the rest of 
it, then put his scientific information into practice — that 
is, became an observer, brought many of his specimens 
to his parents, expressed his thoughts about them, com¬ 
pared his ideas with what was said in St. Nicholas, 
and in this way, before he Jiimself or any one else was 
consdous of the fact, had found the work of his life. 

Quite likely, to this day the young man has hardly 
thought of the St. Nicholas as having had so dedded 
an influence in directing his attention to that great field 
of study to which he has now devoted himself. Still, it 
may truthfully be said that it was the reading of this 
magazine, ana talking over its contents with his parents, 
whioi gave him the impulse which he has so steadily 
followed. 

While in the public schools he came into the posses¬ 
sion of a poor microscope, I think one advertisea in the 
St. Nicholas, and fumbhed at a low rate. With this 
he did some very good work, and was still further led 
into the study of natural objects. But the chief value of 
it all was that be had now become an investigator on 
his own account, was doing, though without any sus- 
idon of it, original work as a sdentist. In a few years, 
is father, as a prize for a really excellent essay based on 
the boy’s personal observations, furnished him a first- 
class microscope, and fitted up for him and the other 


437 

children in the family a room in the house, and encour¬ 
aged them to use it as a workshop, and to invite into it 
such comrades as were interestea in what it contained, 
and in the experiments which were there made. A 
description of some of these experiments would make 
very attractive reading. Two or three years before his 
preparatory course was over, an excellent second-hand 
telescope came into our young student’s hands. Its use 
developed to the fullest extent a love for astronomy, 
which had already begun to show itself. This instru¬ 
ment was afterward attached to one of the instruments 
belonging to a great university, where, as a private stu¬ 
dent, Its owner, outside his regular course of study, rap¬ 
idly became master, before his graduation, of all that is 
popularly known in astronomi^ science. He had de¬ 
cide^ with the approval of his parents, upon the work 
of bb life. Upon the observatoiy which his father fitted 
up for him, many thousands of dollars have been ex¬ 
pended, and with the equipment, which only private 
means have secured, many remarkable discoveries have 
been made. For these discoveries the Astronomical 
Society of France has seen fit to honor their author with 
its gold medal. Although less than thirty years old, be 
is now in charge of one of the most important scientific 
departments of a great university, and is in correspon¬ 
dence with many of the leading scientific bodies of the 
world, as well as with some of their most distinguished 
members. His name is known quite as well in Europe 
as in bis own country. In fact, the importance of his 
dbcoveries is even better understood abroad than at 
home. 

Conservative in all his notions, yet enthusiastic and 
untiring as an investigator, possessing mechanical ability 
of a high order, and well trained as a diemist, it b not 
too muoi to say that few young men in the wide world 
have prospects of a more bruliant future. That the 
foundations of this scientific career were in part laid by 
the work of those who made the St. Nicholas it is 
not too much to assert. 

Yours very truly, W. 


Washington, D. C. 

My dear St. Nicholas: I am seven years old, and 
I wrote these little verses about my baby sister. I am 
one of your little readers. 

Frances Cleveland Lamont. 

BABY. 

A little baby has come to town. 

The sweetest little sister. 

With little white socks and a little white gown. 
And I was the first that kissed her. 

She has hazel eyes and brownish hair. 

And a dimple in her chin. 

Her complexion it is very fair, 

And her name is Katharine. 


Marin, Switzerland. 

Dear St. Nicholas: My home is in Egypt, but I 
am an American girl. I am eleven years old. We spent 
last summer in Switzerland. 

It is a beautiful country, with its lakes, snow moun¬ 
tains, and flowers. When we came, in the end of May, 
the ground was covered with little pink-tinted daisies and 
forget-me-nots. 

One day we walked to the end of a valley, right up 
under the Jungfrau, and gathered Alpine roses, gentians, 
anemones, and many other flowers. We snow-balled 
each other, although it was August; it was great fun. 
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I hope the United States will not choose the colnmbine 
for its national flower; it grows wild here and the people 
call it “ Fool’s-cap.” Thev would laugh at us and say 
we were putting on the fool’s-cap. 

I am in a school now near NeufchAtel. I have to 
speak French all the time. If 1 speak a word of Eng¬ 
lish I must pay a fine. 

I like you very much. I hope I can have you as long 
as I live. I read you to mv little brother and sister. 

Your loving mend, Ethel Finney. 


San Francisco, Cal, 

Dear St. Nicholas : I have taken you now for two 
years, and I enjoy you immensely. I first got acquainted 
with you when I was going to Sacramento, the capital of 
our State, and to Chico, in Butte Cbuntv. When I lived 
in Japan I took an English magazine; out it is not to be 
compared with you. 

Two or three weeks ago I went on our new battleship, 
the ** Oregon,” and had a beautiful time. She is a won¬ 
derful piece of work. Everything is steel; even the 
decks are steel, covered with wood; and the Oregon has 
two steel bottoms. 

I am very fond of Lieutenant Ellicott’s stories that ap¬ 
pear occasionally about our navy, as 1 am an Army offi¬ 
cer’s daughter. 

Your true friend and interested reader, 

Helen I. B-. 


Waveland, Miss. 

Dear St. Nicholas : The pelican is a favorite bird 
down here, and is a great fisherman. It is <juite amusing 
to watch them sit on the water and eat shrimps. There 
is a fish caught here called the flounder and it is white on 
one side and brown on the other. Strange to say, the 
eyes are on the brown side, for it is a flat and wide fish. 
They are caught with a torch and a spear, and at night 
The great enemy of those who go floundering is the 
stingaree, as they are liable to step on one. 

The grassee or bee-martin is very plentiful down here, 
and the people hunt them in great numbers. The par¬ 
tridge is very gpod eating, and very plentiful in the 
woods. While 1 was out walking once with my father, 
a pair flew up right at our feet. 

Once a gentleman had a dozen goldfish and put them 
in a pond. A kingfisher flying about discovered them, 
and had breakfast every morning very freely. One of 
the family found it out, and called the owner’s attention 
to the loss of the fish, and when people pass there now 
they can see a wire net over the {^nd with three lonely 
little goldfish in it. 

Just before sunset great flocks of swallows come flying 
over the water, when it is very calm, toward the west. 
Just before sunrise every morning, the sky gets very 
red, and looks like a great fire illuminating the sky at 
night, and at a great distance. 

I remain your interested reader, 

Henry P. Dart, Jr. 


Oakland, Cal. 

Dear St. Nicholas : We have taken the St. Nicho¬ 
las for twenty-four years — long before I was born. If 
any one asks me what day of the month I like best, I 
always say the twenty-fifth, not because Christmas comes 
on that date, but because St. Nicholas always comes on 
that day. / think it is the nicest magazine published; 
and I think that many other little girls agree with me. 

Last night I came home from a trip which I want to 
describe to you. Mother and I started for Saucelito, a 
beautiful village not far from here, on Saturday morning. 


and went to a private boarding-house. On Sunday 
morning we hir^ a team, and drove to Point Bonita 
lighthouse, about six miles distant from Saucelito. The 
lighthouse-keeper was very kind, and showed us all 
about the light. When we were in the lighthouse and 
had climbed up to the light, he told me to get inside 
the lamp. I don’t think many little girls tAve been 
inside of a light. He let me take the cover ofi* of 
the wicks. It was so very interesting. On Tuesday 
morning we were joined by my grandmother, my aunt, 
my father, and a friend, for an excursion up Mount Ta- 
malpais, a beautiful mountain in California. There is a 
railway up the mountain, which we were all very anxious 
to take. When we arrived in Mill Valley, the point 
from which the train starts, we found it did not start 
till three o’clock. It was then only 12:15, 
some time to wait. We had brought lunch with us, and 
so we took a carriage, and drove out into the hills, tiU 
we came to a little open spot under the trees beside a 
little brook. So we had lunch there under the trees; 
and it was lovely! and such fun! When it was time, we 
drove back again, and took the train to go up the moun¬ 
tains. All open cars, and it was simply magnificent! 
I never saw such a view! I only wish that every one 
could see it. When we got to the end (it does not go 
quite to the top) nearly every one got out to climb to the 
top. I did, and I stood on the highest peak — on the 
tiptop, and looked all around. Then coming down the 
mountain, we saw three deer. It was a beautiful trip, 
and I only wish all the boys and girls could take it 
With long life to St. Nicholas, and three cheers 
from your everlasting friend and admirer, 

Edna O-. 


Decorah, Iowa. 

Dear St. Nicholas: You have been a welcome 
visitor in this home ever since you were Joined by the 
“ Wide Awake ” subscribers. Although I have no bro¬ 
thers or sisters and papa is a traveling man, mama and I 
have enjoyed you very much. I think you ought to be 
congratulated upon the high grade of literature you pub¬ 
lish for your young folks. 

I am a boy sixteen years of age, and as you see by the 
heading, live in Decorah, Winneshiek county, Iowa, a 
beautiful little city of nearly five thousand inhabitants. 
About three-fourtns of a mile from the business part of 
town is situated the famous Ice Cave, in which ice is 
found in summer, but disappears in winter. 

As to education. Decor an ranks high, being the seat 
of Luther College, also of two private schools, and a 
good high school, the latter of which I attend. 

Music is my “ hobby.” I think I may call it that, for 
I enjoy it very much. I have studied uie cornet under 
a teacner of this city, and have a beautiful, perfect in¬ 
strument. 

By looking through your Letter-box one may see let¬ 
ters from all parts of the world, which certainly speaks 
loudly to the praise of St. Nicholas as a good and 
enjoyable magazine for old and young. 

With best wishes for a long life, I remain 

Yours respectfully, ARTHUR B. Wilson. 


We thank the young friends whose names follow for 
pleasant letters received from them: Estelle Pierce, Ag¬ 
nes Marcy, Jennie T. Ford, Andrew Drew, Lillie Ed¬ 
wards, Elizabeth Stevens, D. D., Gladys Keay, Helen J. 
White, T. H. A., Jr. James S. Proctor, Alice Marquis, 
Lida Edna Johnson, Fifine M., •• Buttercup,” Fannie D. 
English, Mae Newton, Ruth Sammis, Helen Goodrich, 
Willis C. Noble, Jr., Mildred C. Dickson, Rachel Trask, 
Florence R. Pond, “ St. Nicholas Girl,” Eloise S. Howe. 
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ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN THE FEBRUARY NUMBER. 


Geographical Primal Acrostic Cape Horn. z. Caucasus. Illustrated Diagonal. Hunt (Leigh), x. Hare. a. Duck. 

а. Andes, x. Patinos. 4. Erie. 5. Havre. 6. Orinoco. 7. 3. Hind. 4. (voat. 

Rome. 8. Nile. -Crossword Enigma. Longfellow. Connected Squares. I. x. Crop. 2. Rope. 2. Open. <1. 

Novel Zigzag. Zigzag and initials. Conjunction, x. Cringe. Pens. II. z. Bard. a. Ainoy. 3. R6le. 4. Dyes. III. x. Sold. 

2. Oolong. 3. Nonage. ^ Jigiog- 5. Unique. 6. Noggin. 7. 2. Over. 2. Levi. 4. Drip. IV. x. Shod. 2. Hare. 3. Ores. 

C^poch. 8. Tattle. 9. Icicle. 10. Oomiac. xi. Nimble. 4. Desk. V. x. Pane. a. Apes. 3. Neap. 4. Espy. 

Pi. The cold winds rave on the icy river, Transposed Trees, x. Lime. a. Thom. 3. Yew. 4. Elm. 

The leafless branches complain and shiver, 5. Balm. 6. Locust. 7. Caper. 8. Aspen. 9. Plane, xo. Ma- 

The snow-clouds sweep on, to a dreary tunc— ^e. xx. Ash. la. (Tedar. Almond. X4. Peach, xs. Gum. 

Can these be the earth and the heavens of June ? x6. Pear. tj. Lemon. x8. Teak. X9. Palm. ao. Laurel ax. 

Curious Zoological Changes, x. L-emu-r. 2. Au-roc-hs. Teil 2a. Plum. 23. Cork. 

2. Al-paca. 4. B-eaglc 5. F-owL 6. C-r-ow. 7. C-h-aL 8. Riddle, x. Drums (ear-drums), a. Ribs. 3. Chest 4. Mus- 

C-ray. 9. Elk-e. xo. Rat-el. cles. 5. Soles. 6. Lashes. 7. Hart 8. Anns. 9. Li^ (eye- 

Diamond. X. U. a. Ass. 3. Arena. 4. Useless. 5. Sneak, lids), xa Knee-caps. xx. Pupils, xa. Calves. X3. Veins. X4. 

б. Ask. 7. S.- Numerical'^IGMA. A dudnguished singer. Insteps. 15. Tul^. x6. Temples. 17. Palms. x8. C^umn 

Double Acrostic. Prinu^ Charles; finals, Dickens. Cross- (spinal-column). 

words: x. Coated, a. Hawaii 3. Arctic, c Remark. 5. Lit- Word-square, x. Scrape. 2. Craven. 3. Raters. 4. Avenue. 

tie. 6. Etymon. 7. Stoops. -Charade. Ruin. 5. Peruse. 6. Enseel. 

To OUR Puzzlers: Answers, to be acknowledged in the magazine, must be received not later than the xsth of each month, and 
should be addressed to St. Nicholas ** Riddle-box,’^ care of The Century Co., 33 East Seventeenth St., New York City. 

Answers to all the Puzzles in the December Number were received, before December xsth, finom M. McG.—Paul Reese — 

L. O. E.—Nessie and Freddie — Marguerite Stuit^—Jo and I — ‘^Dondy Small"—G. B. Djrer—Josephine Sherwood — **Buffido 
(>itartette"— "Four Weeks in Kane*^—"Jersey (^artette " Edgewater Two"—Ruth Bowie — Hubert L. Bingay — Roger Hale 
wdlington — Paul RowW — Walter and El^or Furman — " Camp Luce " — F. Miles Greenleaf — Graux Edith Thallon — " Two Little 
Brothm,"— Sigourney Fay Nininger. 

Answers to Puzzles in the December Number were received, before December xsth, from S. Randall Williams, z — "Armado," 
X— Kathryn Jordan, 4 — Mary H. Pusey, x — " KearsarRc," 3 — Elsie Hoxie, 5 — Mariette Starr Hough, xo—Jack Ca^,^ xo —Kent 
Shaffer, X—Alice M. iC Mayer, 4 — Grace Colyer, 9—Helen Harman, a—Mary F. Stone, 7 — George Barnes, x — "TTunker," x — 
Mary K. Rake, a — Beatrice R Yoeil, a — "St Nicholas Girl," 6 — Marguerite Kinder, 5 — Van Nest and Franklin, xx— Ralph Owen, 5 — 
Marguerite Bla^, a —Madeleine B. Schweig, 4—Miriam Dent a — Arthur N. Copperthwait 3 — Arthur Standerman, x — Emma 
Sdiweitzer, 5 — EflSe K. Talboys, xo — Fred. Hadlock, x — Herbert S. Gelpcke, x — Sreten Stankowitch, 7 —Daniel Hardin and Co.. 7 — 
Charles P. Mills, 2 — H. A. R., xa — Wm. A. Lochm, xx — C Piper, x — Lucile Cavender, 5 — J. Howard Payne, x —"Arcoo,"3 — 

M. P. and E. F., 8 — Leonard Bates Moore, x — No name, Brooklyn, a — A. E. and H. G. E., xa — Frederick T. Kda^, 5 — C. D. Lauer 
and Co., xa — Irving and Mamma, xx — Horace P. Cooper, 2 — Allan P. Bender, 7 — Belle M. Waddell, xa—" Meriy and Co.,"xx — 
Bdle A. (l^ldman, 9. 


DOITBRE DIAGONALS. 

The diagonal beginning at the upper left-hand letter 
and ending with the lower right-h^d letter will spell 
the first name; and the diagonal beginning at the lower 
left-hand letter and ending at the upper right-hand let¬ 
ter will spell the surname, of a celebrated Scotch free¬ 
booter. 

Cross-words: i. Abeam. 2. To court. 3. A bone. 

SIGOURNEY FAY NININGER. 

CENTRAL ACROSTIC. 

All the words described are of equal length. When 
ri^tly guessed and placed one below another, in the or¬ 
der here riven, the central letters, reading downward, 
will spell me name of a famous warrior. 

Cross-words : i. That which gives strength. 2. A 
famous warrior. 3. To make use of. 4. An East In¬ 
dian porter or carrier. 5. Very cold. 6. To collect with 
patient labor. 7. A tailor’s utensil. 8. A sweet sub¬ 
stance. BLANCHE BUCK. 

WORD-SQUARE. 

I. A mass of bread. 2. An imaginary monster. 3. 
A tract of land. 4. An exploit. Gladys Johnson. 

NOVEL ACROSTIC. 

All the words described are of the same length. 
When rightly guessed and written one below another, in 


the order here given, the first and third rows of letters 
will each spell the name of a European country. 

Cross-words : i. The national god of the Philistines. 
2. To choose. 3. A point of the compass. 4. Infec¬ 
tious parotitis. 5. To adjust. 6. Bursts. 7. An Es¬ 
kimo canoe. F. c. T. 

AN OBLIQUE RECTANGLE. 


I. In Paris. 2. To rub. 3. Applied force. 4. A 
masculine name. 5. A kind of fortification. 6. Ap- 
raises. 7. A Roman historian and the friend of Cicero. 
. Orthodox. 9. To deride. 10. An evil spirit ii. 
Stout cords. 12. An ancient musical instrument 13. 
The common European cuttlefish. 14. A cover. 15. 
In Paris. M. N. MACDONALD. 
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THE RIDDLE-BOX. 


BIDDIJS. 

A WORD of bnt one syllable am I; 

From my dread presence men of old did fly; 
Behead me twice, a syllable I gain, 

I lose my deadly aspect — yet a bain 
To poor hnmamty you ’ll find me still. 

And e’en the strongest, meeting me, grow chill. 

E. T. CORBETT. 

ILLUSTRATED DIAGONAL. 



All the words pictured contain the same number of 
letters. When ri^tly guessed and placed one below the 
other, in the order numbered, the diaTOnal (from the 
upper left-hand letter to the lower right-hand letter) will 
s^ll the name of an English poet. 

HIDDEN NABIES. 

The names of a number of illustrious persons are 
concealed in the following sentences. All were famous 
in the same way. 

Mrs. Brown was washing Tony’s face, and scolding 
him because he had not come in sooner, to get ready for 
school, when the door suddenly opened, and a damsel 
clad in velvet and fur and noddmg plumes stood before 
her. Seeing no sign of recognition in Mrs. Brown’s 
amazed face, the new-comer exclaimed: ** You have not 
forgotten Mary Jeffers! Only a few years ago my bro¬ 
ther Adison and I were your daily visitors.” " In¬ 
deed, I have not,” Mrs. Brown replied, and she made 
the young lady very welcome. Many were the ques¬ 
tions asked and answered. At last Mary Jeffers said 


laughingly: ** And do you still make that delicious straw¬ 
berry jam Adison and I were so fond of? I remember 
we helped you pick berries for that jam on Roe’s Hill 
one lovely summer d^, Adison, John Quin, Cy Adams, 
Celia Quin and I. The Quins are all in Chicago now. 
I met Le Roy Deane, a great friend of Jack’s, on the 
train coming here, and he told me all about them. He 
says the Qums are always in the van. Buren and Co., 
of Chicago, have just published Jack’s latest novel, and 
it is a great success. And Celia, now Mrs. William H. 
Harris, only last year sold one of her paintings for a 
thousand dollars. Her husband is very^ndsome, bnt 
neither wise nor witty. Le Roy thinks he must feel out 
of place in such a bright family as the Quins. George 
Quin is a rising young lawyer, and will soon be at the 
top. O. L. King, the millionaire, is his father-in-law. 
Lorenzo Quin and his wife went to Brazil, but did not 
stay. Lorenzo is engaged in the manufacture of cutlery, 
and this year he will fill more orders than any other 
maker. Do you remember his keen face and eyes that 
spemed to pierce you throu^ and through? If his 
knives are as sharp as he is himself, they will cut 
anything. He married Miss Lizzie Buchan, and her fa¬ 
ther gave him his first start in business. John Quin 
will soon wed Isabel Franklin, Col. Northrup’s niece. 
But John’s only true mate was £sm6 Deane. She 
would not listen to his suit, because her dying father 
had asked her to grant a last request, and marry Ben 
Shay. Esm^ was not Ben’s first choice, either. He 
was for a long time engaged to Edgar Field’s daughter, 
but for some reason it was broken off. She went to 
Scotland and became the bride of Lord Arthur Cleve.” 
“ Lands sakes! ” exclaimed Mrs. Brown, “ married a 
lord 1 I wonder if he is as handsome as Ben ? ” ** Har¬ 
ris Onslow saw him in London, and he says he. is a fine- 
looking man,” Mary answered; “ but I see by the clock 
that I have overstayed my time, and perhaps wearied 
yon with all my gossip.” So, with hasty adieux. Miss 
Jeffers took leave of Mrs. Brown. j. M. joNES. 

CHARADE. 

Let others seek a warrior’s grave 
Or perish at the frozen pole; 

In my old second let me die. 

Upon my firsts within my whole, 

CHARLES G. BUCK. 

NUMERICAL ENIGMA. 

I AM composed of fifty letters and form a quotation 
from Carlyle’s “ Heroes and Hero-Worship.” 

My 44-16-30 II is to please. My 37-22-41-48 is one 
of the United States. My 13-35-6-18 are parts of a 
table. My 27-40-33-47-3 is a thin cake. My 50-34-23- 
49-29 is a hard, black wood. My 46-9-7-21-1-19 are fine 
bwemets. My 10-36-2^5-12-25 is to train. My 31-8- 
43-20-20-42-24-39 is diligent. My 14-17-28-4-5-15-38- 
32 is atrocious. “ corneua bumber.’’ 

SOME “INTENTIONS.” 

Examples : Meant to defend; armament Meant to 
wear; raiment. 

1. Meant to sadden. 2. Meant to adorn. 3. Meant 
to try. 4. Meant to fasten. 5. Meant to hide. 6. 
Meant to cure. 7. Meant to live in. 8. Also meant 
to live in. 9. Meant to ensnare. 10. Meant to charm. 
II. Meant to please. 12. Meant to bestow. 13. Meant 
to commemorate. 14. Meant to annoy. 15. Meant to 
notify. 16. Meant to gladden. 17. Meant to be a 
warlike game. 18. Meant to warn. 19. Meant to set¬ 
tle. 20. Meant to heal. 21. Meant to decide. 22. 
Meant to confess. M. E. floyd. 
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